
OHA Feeding Guidelines 2011-2012

These rules are for your safety as well as for the safety of the horses. 

The well-being of the entire herd depends on the quality of your feeding job.

· Place the flakes AT LEAST 30 FEET APART.  Horses sometimes drag the flakes to an unsafe distance while they eat, so be sure to allow for this.  Prevent injuries from kicking – we want three or more horse-lengths between each pile.
· Feed in the afternoon, before it gets dark.  No feeding is to be done in the mornings.
· Count and check all the horses for injuries and lameness. If any horse is sick or injured, call the owner.  If you cannot reach the owner call a vet for advice as to whether to bring the horse down from the pasture or wait where you are for help.  Use common sense and do what is best for the horse: for example, if the horse seems to be colicing bring it down.  If a horse is extremely lame wait for help.  A phone list should be at feeding site  as well as  in white shed. Photos and descriptions of horses are at each feeding site.  Always bring a cell phone with you while feeding.
· Truck feeders should take their hay from the Red Barn until notified to use hay from the Pond Barn or one of the Pastures (approximately middle of October).  An email notice will be sent and a sign will be posted.
· Don’t feed in the bare dirt of the road – we want to minimize horses eating dirt and sand.
· Feed 1 flake per horse plus 2-3 extra.  This will usually be about 2.5 bales for the whole herd, less when the herd is split and varying according to the number of horses in the fed group.  For 12 horses use 1 bale and USE COMMON SENSE always.  Horses should receive approximately 2 percent of their body weight per day as roughage. Using a 1000 lb. horse as an average weight of a horse at our pasture, that would be 20 lbs. of forage. As a rule of thumb, OHA decided to supplement 50% of a horse’s diet (or feeding 1% of body weight) in hay. This is about 10 lbs. per day. 
· Don’t feed near barbed wire fences (or other fences or the hay corral enclosure) in any pasture.  
· In pastures with hay enclosures FASTEN GATE AND FASTEN CHAIN AROUND GATE.
· Check the website for updates for specific instructions for individual pastures.  Conditions vary year to year.
· For wheelbarrow feeding, use the two big wheelbarrows.  The faster the hay gets out, the safer it is for the horses, so do use both wheelbarrows and both gates in the pond pasture. Use the available whips if they will help ensure safety while feeding.
· Remember to sign out on the list immediately before or after you feed, including the time and amount that you fed, and the number of horses that you counted.  Location of the list will vary according to what pasture the herd is in. Please legibly and clearly print the names of the people who fed.  We only need the names of the two people who actually did the feeding.  Don’t sign up a person who did not actually feed.
· If you feed and want someone else is to get credit, indicate this in the Work Hours Book.
· There is to be no solo feeding.  
· Feeding by inexperienced family members, sponsors or riding partners is discouraged. Only two people can get work hour credit for feeding.  If an extra person helps out, that member may get actual time spent as work hours credit, at the discretion of the treasurer.  This usually applies in severe stormy conditions. 
· If you feed more times than your mandatory allotment you may take 1 hour work credit for each extra feeding.  Don’t take credit for feeding that you signed up for, but did not do.  If you fail to feed your allotted number of times, you will need to make up the missed hours doing other work.

